ﬁm e
W 1’& for‘ a y@un%ga aq}isteﬁ fn
‘1879'? Tl:iat as the yt;ar fhdtﬁ cond

luntarily climbed a 2,000-foot mesa
nearby ¢ and used his sig a ﬂfag to
erf; ﬁhe post to Ihd 1

Croft Bames enhsted in the
Corps (or Signal Serwee as
‘then known) for a term of fiv
W11} was a taiented man. 'I‘hrou

forester—conservatmnlst and
fortunately for us, a writer.

~ In his bzography, Apaches and
Longhorns (University of Ariz
Press, 1982) Will gives us a glim pse Qf
the hfe of a Signalman on the western
frontier. Will was no stranger to the
‘west. Born in San Francisco in 1858
e spent his earliest years at Geld
Hill, a Nevada mining camp.
Nevertheiess he did seem taken
aback as he traveled through Tu son,. (
'whlch he descrlbed as “a sorry

E efore peaee was restored'
Apache As the result of hx

"Septxernber« i 1881,
~ brought viastlfng recognit
and his branch by b comlng one of

stagecoach and pack i:ral‘n Joumey
his second Signal Service assignment
at Fort Apache in the Arizona L
terntory in 1880.
~ AtFort Apache Will applied __he
'trammg he had learned at Fort
Whapple (now Fort Myer), Vn:g

of Slgnal in Wal"'shmgton U C Mogt
mportantly, during his stay at Fort -
Apache, Will brought dmtmcti &
the Corps. .| !
Wil re]ates in Apaches and :
Longhorns, that Apache restless eB
reached a crisis situation in 1881
‘when a medicine man called “Nock
aye-de-Klinny” began predlctlng the
_departure of the white man and the
Indians’ return to power, Tension
increased after Nock-aye-de-Klinny
convinced a local tribe that hehad a
‘ magic shirt impervious to the white
‘man’s bullets. On August 29, 1881,
Will’s commander, General Carr, set
out with all 60 of Fort Apache’s
available troops to capture the
troublemaker.
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